
  

 

 

470 Winter Street Ext. 
Troy, NY  12180 
(518) 283-1372 

 www.HOPELC.ORG 
 

We are a community empowered by the Holy Spirit, called to bring God’s comfort, 
to work for God’s justice, and to share the hope and love of Jesus with all. 

 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

at Hope LC 

~ Flyer on page 6 ~ 

 

Gathering of Hope Event 

~ Details on page 9 ~ 
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  A Message from Our Pastor 

A few days ago sitting in the solarium, I saw what at first, I thought were grass clippings being blown 
around in the air. But then I realized that they didn’t really seem to be blowing willy, nilly. Those 
supposed clippings had agency; in other words, they seemed to be moving on their own volition. Finally, 
one of these grass clippings landed on one of our pollinator plants, allowing me to get a closer look, I 
saw that what I had thought were clippings were in fact dragonflies. A whole swarm of them. In the five 
years I’ve served here as Pastor for Hope, I have never seen even one dragonfly on the property, but 
now here was a whole swarm.  

Now some might call me superstitious, but I don’t think so. For here is where my indigenous blood makes 
itself known, as my first thought was, what could it mean. Like both my African and native American 
ancestors, I believe God speaks to us in a variety of ways, and one of those ways is through nature 
herself. So, what might God be telling us through these beautiful messengers of creation. Here’s what I 
found. 

“Dragonflies often symbolize transformation, adaptability, and the ability to see beyond illusions. They 
are also associated with change, new beginnings, and the deeper meaning of life. In various cultures, 
dragonflies are seen as messengers, representing the soul, the afterlife, and the connection between the 
physical and spiritual worlds.”  
 
• Native American Symbolism:  

In some Native American traditions, dragonflies symbolize swiftness, activity, and pure water, 
representing hope, infinite possibilities, and the stripping away of negativity. 
 

• Seeing a Dragonfly:  
Encountering a dragonfly can be a reminder to reconnect with oneself, trust one's intuition, and 
find the answers within.  

 
• Japanese Art:  

In Japan, dragonflies are featured in art and poetry, symbolizing transformation and adaptability.  
 

There are so many symbolic connections in this paragraph to our present day reality that I could do a 
whole sermon on them. But I will not. Instead, I will say this, we are certainly as a nation going through a 
transformation, while at the same time learning to see beyond the illusions that are being perpetrated 
around us. I invite you to think about the beautiful dragonfly and what this part of God’s creation has to 
teach us.  Perhaps God is trying to remind us of something important as we face these chaotic days. The 
promise of resurrection and renewal; the promise of hope and joy! 
  
Pastor Pamela  
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A big Thank You to Bob Crowley for taking on the job of 
painting the panels on the church.  The lovely blue has really 
enhanced the appearance of our property.  We have such 
good folks who pull together to make our church home 
welcoming!    
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Food Drive and Bake Sale 

 
We had a warm, beautiful July day for our latest drive-thru food drive 
and bake sale, and the day was a great success.  We collected 66 bags 
and boxes of food, for a total of over 650 pounds!  
 
Proceeds from two full tables of baked goods and miscellaneous 
contributions totalled an even $1000.  The food and cash were divided 
between the two food pantries we support -- Doors of Hope (West 
Sand Lake) and CoNSERNS-U (Rensselaer).  The pantries were both 
most grateful for the donations and our continued support. 
 
Many, many thanks to all who participated!  It truly "takes a village" 
and many in our congregation contributed toward making this event 
successful.  Thanks to the organizers, especially Peggy and 
Ja'net.  Thanks to the tent putter-uppers, who have dealt with our 
frustrating tents for the last time!  Thanks to the wonderful bakers, 
especially Marilyn, who filled up an entire table with her yummy 
creations!  Thanks to all who helped out on the day of the sale, and to 
those who cleaned up afterward.  
 
And thanks to those who stopped by and supported our efforts with a 
bag of food or a bake sale purchase.  Together, we are helping our 
neighbors! 
 
- Pam Dodson 
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AUGUST PRAYER CALENDAR 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

CALENDAR UPDATE INFORMATION: There are new names at the end of the August Calendar.  For your 

information, they are Bishop Lee Miller II and members of the Upstate New York Synod Staff.  These are 

people who support congregations and rostered leaders.  You are encouraged to pray with gratitude for 

their continuing support of the ministry of Hope Lutheran Church and Pastor Pamela Hoh. 
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We wish you a very Happy and Blessed Birthday … 
 

Marilyn Dyer ~ August 9th  



HLC ~ August 2025 Newsletter 
 

 
8 

 

 

  

 

 

 



HLC ~ August 2025 Newsletter 
 

 
9 

 

 

  

 

 



HLC ~ August 2025 Newsletter 
 

 
10 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



HLC ~ August 2025 Newsletter 
 

 
11 

 

 

  

 

 



HLC ~ August 2025 Newsletter 
 

 
12 

 

 

  

Please find your own replacement if you cannot be available on date of assignment. 

 

 3-Aug 10-Aug 17-Aug 24-Aug 31-Aug 

 Worship 
10:00am 

Worship 
10:00am 

Worship 
10:00am 

Worship 
10:00am 

Worship 
10:00am 

Altar Guild/ 
Comm. Asst. 2 

Marilyn D Debbie F Bonny M Donna S Susan R 

Greeter 
 

Peggy F Diane C Anna-Lisa H Nancy C Marion D 

Usher 
 

Peggy F Cindy W Dickie D Janis Z Marion D 

Assisting 
Minister 

Luis C Sandra G Pam D Karen C Jim M 

Comm. 
Assistant 

Luis C 
Bonny M 

(+ candles) Pam D Debbie F 
Janis Z 

(+ candles) 

Snack Set-Up  Susan C Charlie H Marilyn D Susan C ??? 

Offering 
Counters 

Nancy C  
& 

Bonny M 

Cindy W  
& 

Charlie H 

Anna-Lisa H 
&  

Pam D 

Pam D  
& 

Bonny M 

Marion D 
& 

Pam D 
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August of 2025

We have ‘In-Person’ Sunday Worship Services at 10:00 AM.   

We also live-stream our services on our website, Facebook and YouTube.   

Sharing the hope and love of Jesus with all 

 

  

2nd: Regional Food Bank Packing, 10:30 AM – Noon, Meet at RFB. 

3rd: Prayers of Hope meets in the small classroom following worship service. 

7th: Pastor Pamela’s Enneagram Workshop @ 6:30 PM in the sanctuary. 

10th: Luncheon for Mike Daus following worship service. 

14th: Pastor Pamela’s Enneagram Workshop @ 6:30 PM in the sanctuary. 

16th: Memorial Service for Liz Macris 

19th:  Hope’s Hands meets @ 10 AM in the small classroom. 

20th: Council Meeting @ 6:30 PM in the large classroom & via Zoom. 

21st:  Grief Support Group @ 5:30 PM in the large classroom. 

22nd: Hope’s Dine-Out Dinner Group @ 6 PM for those who RSVP’d. 

23rd: Red Cross Blood Drive, 8 AM – 12 PM, in the sanctuary. Register online. 

23rd: Hope’s Gathering Event ~ Back to School Memories @ 6 PM in the sanctuary. 

26th:  Newsletter Articles Due. 

27th: Women’s Book Club @ 6:30 PM at Marilyn Dyer’s home. 

 

 

 


